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June 30, 2009 

 
 
 
Helena E. Williams 
Interim Executive Director and CEO 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
347 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY  10017 
 
 
Dear Director Williams: 
 
 On June 18, the MTA conducted a hearing on its Supplemental Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for the East 72nd Street and East 86th Street stations of the Second Avenue 
Subway.  Since that hearing, residents of East 86th Street have brought to our attention a series of 
additional possible options for the placement of entrances at the 86th Street station.  Please see 
the enclosed letter from J. Franklin Sharp, an engineer who testified about these options at the 
June 18 hearing.  Among the possibilities Mr. Sharp raises are: 
 

 Placing one entrance on the Northeast corner of 86th Street and Second Avenue, with the 
other entrance on the Southeast corner; 

 Placing one subway entrance on the Northeast corner of the same intersection, with a 
second entrance on the Northwest corner; or 

 Placing one entrance on the Northwest corner of 86th and Second, with another entrance 
on the Southeast corner. 

 
We note that these options were not among the alternatives listed in the Supplemental 

EA.  Given the ongoing concerns expressed by neighborhood residents about the MTA’s 
proposed mid-block siting of the East 86th Street station entrances, we would like to schedule a 
meeting with the MTA and community members to discuss the feasibility of the alternative 
solutions outlined by Mr. Sharp and others.  We also urge you to consider extending the public 
comment period with respect to the Supplemental EA for an additional 30 days until July 31, as 
requested by a unanimous June 29 resolution of the Second Avenue Subway Task Force of 
Manhattan Community Board 8.  A copy of the resolution is enclosed. 
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Very truly yours, 

 
 
 

 
 
Micah Z. Kellner   Carolyn B. Maloney   Scott M. Stringer 
Assembly Member   Congress Member   Borough President  
 
           
 
Jonathan L. Bing   Daniel R. Gardonick    Jessica S. Lappin 
Assembly Member   Council Member   Council Member 
 
 
cc:  Margaret N. Kniffin 
 J. Franklin Sharp 
 Hunter Armstrong, Executive Director, CIVITAS 
 Honorable Liz Krueger, New York State Senate 
 Honorable José Serrano, New York State Senate 
 Latha Thompson, District Manager, Community Board 8 
 Barry Schneider, Co-Chair, Second Avenue Subway Task Force, Community Board 8 
 Patrick Stewart, Co-Chair, Second Avenue Subway Task Force, Community Board 8 

Doug Sussman, Director of Community Affairs, MTA 
 Marcus Book, Assistant Director, Government & Community Relations, MTA 

Nancy Danzig, Director, Planning and Program Development, FTA Region II 
  


