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March 15, 2000

Fresident Barack Obama
The White Housc

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20300

Dear President Obama:

Revently, 54 mambars of Congress signad a letior arging poie I aclilress the humanitanian crisis in the
Gaza Strip. The letter ealled on you ta pressure [srael intn {ifling its hlnckade o Gaza. On the surinee.
it scems that the intent of the lctter is to improve the quality of life for the Arabs lving in the Gaza Stripn
however, the underlving current is more of the same old Hlaming ferael for all the problems in the
Middle East.

First. leL us &il agree that Isrsel has the right i defend NErsell, SEond, et us agree mai e Csa S is
noverned by Hamias, a terrorist organization that has killed hundreds of innocent men, women ond
children. In fact, its Charter eontinues to call for the destruction of Tsrael and the murder of Jews.
Hamas eontinues to perpetrate their terrorist attacks. while hiding behind the innecent resndents of Gaza.
The Kagsam tockets that continualty rain-down on Israeli villages are routinely fired frum makeshilt
lnunching pada, net up on hospitals, schaals ap pther civilinn Inpatinns

Isracl ot only has the risht to defend herself - but s duty-bound to proteet her citizens by imposing
restrictions upon what poes inte and out of (aza, The signataries of the letier ™. recognize that the
Esrach povernment has Tnposed restiriciions on Cinra ot of 2 legitimate and keenly {elt fear of continued
termorist actinn hy Tlamas and other militnt gronps.” However, nowhere in the tetier do they suggest
taking Mamas 1o task lor their lerrorist attacks, Terhaps i Hemas were 10 aCknowigoge (Sracl s ngm
exist and suspend all terrorist attagks against Her, (here would be no need for a restriction on what enters
Gaua,

It is unforumate that the signztorics of that letter have given the anti-Israc faction in the TLN. and
around the warld the ifr.praggion that 2 cipnifieant number af C'engraes members helisve that |srack tacks
compassion and is reming the civilian population in Gaza unfairly, Hewever. it is important to point
out that. on average, 450 to 500 wuckloads of Tumanitarian aid arc transterred 1o the Gaza Strip via the
Ketem Shalom cargo ermingl per weak.  Additiomlls. milkons of liters of heavy-duty dicsel fuel are
transterted each week for the Gozo power station. os well as hundreds of lons of eonking gas
Furthermore hundreds of Gaza residents ceoss the horder cach week for medical care and other
hrmanitagian reasens.
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