
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

UNITED STATES CONGRESS NEW YORK STATE SENATE              NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY                CITY OF NEW YORK

       February 12, 2008 
Governor Eliot Spitzer 
Executive Chamber 
State Capitol 
Albany, NY  12224 
 
Dear Governor Spitzer: 
 
 We are writing to you as the local elected officials who represent the residents of Roosevelt 
Island.  As you know, Roosevelt Island is governed by the Roosevelt Island Operation Corporation 
(RIOC), a public benefit corporation whose board members are appointed by you as Governor.  For 
many years now, Roosevelt Islanders have sought a greater role and a more democratic voice in 
determining the future direction and operation of their island home. 
 
 In response to the islanders’ calls for better representation on the RIOC Board of Directors 
and in the affairs of running the island, the Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA) held an 
Island-wide referendum on February 5, 2008 to reccomend residents’ choices for filling the six 
vacant or expired Board seats. 
 
 Turnout for this historic vote was unprecedented.  More people voted for the RIOC Board 
than for the Presidential primary or in the 2006 elections.  Altogether, 1,718 votes were cast.  
 

The top six candidates were Kathie Grimm, Jonathan Kalkin, Frank Farance, Erin Feely-
Nahem, Fay Christian, and Howard Polivy.  These individuals truly represent the diverse nature of 
Roosevelt Island and include a pediatrician, lawyer/entrepreneur, systems analyst, social worker 
(who runs a women’s shelter), teacher, and an actuary.  Together they represent hundreds of years of 
Island residency and activism. 
 

We applaud the results of this recommendation vote as a stunning example of civic activism 
and democracy in action, and we hope that you share in that sentiment.  We hope that your 
Appointments Committee will soon be providing vetting materials to the Island’s preferred RIOC 
Board of Directors candidates.   

 
We are very supportive of the process undetaken by our constituents and we request that you 

appoint the six winning candidates to the RIOC Board of Directors so, as set out by statute, they may 
be confirmed by the State Senate as swifty as possible. 

 
      Very truly yours, 

 
 
 
Micah Z. Kellner Carolyn B. Maloney  José M. Serrano Jessica S. Lappin 
Assembly Member Member of Congress  State Senator  Council Member 


